Rutland Natural Resources Conservation District

Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes
July 21, 2009
Supervisors Present: Bridget Bowen, Bob Drachman and Russell Reay  

Also Present: Nanci McGuire and Phyllis Torrey 
Meeting called to order at: 9:15 a.m.

Minutes of the June Meeting of this Board: were approved as written.
Financial Report: was reviewed, discussed and then approved as read.
RNRCD FY 2010 Budget: A motion was made by Bob Drachman and seconded by Russell Reay to accept the budget as presented with the stipulation that this will be reviewed quarterly by the Board. 

This was then voted on and the motion passed. 

NRCS Update:
Nanci handed out copies of a written report provided by Bill Forbes. 

FSA Update: (Phyllis Torrey)
Discussion on:

Crop Reporting – Deadline has been extended due to wet weather until August 14, 2009.

CRP Program Re-enrollment – Deadline for sign up is July 31, 2009.
LAA #1 (Western Rutland County) – Nominations will be accepted until August 3, 2009. 
DCP Enrollment – Deadline is August 14, 2009. 
District Manager Report: (Nanci McGuire)

Discussion on:

2009 EPA 319 Request for Proposals – Nanci reported that she submitted a proposal to do a Feasibility Analysis on Combination Pond and has been notified via e-mail that the District will not be awarded funding for this project.
Horse Manure Composting Workshop – This workshop will be held on July 23, 2009 from 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. at the Pinkowski Farm in Clarendon.

Next State Technical Committee Meeting – Wednesday, September 23, 2009 in Colchester.

District Employee Meeting – Nanci reported that she attended this meeting at Lake Bomoseen on July 7, 2009.

SEP Funds – Nanci reported that she received notification from the Town of Proctor that they decided to send these funds to the State as the State’s Environmental Enforcement Attorney was requiring the Town to put these funds into an escrow account until a contract could be executed with the landowner.
Invoice for Directors and Officers Liability Policy – A motion was made by Bob Drachman and seconded by Russell Reay to pay this invoice. This was then voted on and the motion passed.

Budget Training – Nanci reported that she attended this training with Jane VanBuren from Noonmark Nonprofit Services on July 6, 2009 at the US Forest Service Office in Manchester along with Marli and Jolene.  The training covered developing grant budgets, billable rate vs. actual rates and indirect costs.
Conservation Field Days – The date is set for September 22, 2009 from 9:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. at the Fish Hatchery in Pittsford. This will be combined with Science at the Hatchery which is put on by the Agency of Natural Resources.  Letters were mailed to Casella, Omya and General Electric on 7/15/09 requesting sponsorship.
CCPI – (From Vick Drew, NRCS State Office) - NRCS received 2 proposals for CCPI from partners and both have been approved. 

#1. With ANR and the VT Agency of Ag – to promote manure injection and residue management.
#2. With VT Grass Farmers Association and UVM Center for Sustainable Ag – to promote prescribed grazing for dairy operations only, with an emphasis on the Mississquoi and Otter Creek Basins.
Current Use – Russell Reay updated the Board regarding changes to this program in the 2008 Farm Bill.
NRCC Meeting 7/16/09 – Bob Drachman attended this meeting and represented the RNRCD. 
Bob Drachman invited Diane Bothfeld who presented information regarding the Vermont Dairy Task Force and Barbara Burns and Amanda Priestly who discussed threats to Vermont’s forests from destructive insects. (Note) Bridget also attended this meeting.
VACD Meeting 7/16/09 – Bridget attended this meeting and represented the RNRCD.

UOCWC Update:  (Nanci McGuire)

Discussion on:

VT Watershed Grant for Moon Brook – Rain Barrel Workshop was held on Tuesday, July 14 at the 4-H Building at the VT State Fair from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. (25 participants). Rain Garden Workshop was held on Thursday, July 16 at the Godnick Adult Center for Master Gardeners and others (15 participants).
UVM Sea Grant and Moon Brook Low Input Grounds Keeping – Nanci reported that surveys were mailed to over 200 landowners and businesses in the City of Rutland and 30 surveys have been returned. The next step(s) in this project are to do follow up phone calls and try to make appointments to visit with folks at their property.
LaRosa Lab – Nanci reported that she received notification from Neil Kamman with ANR regarding RNRCD’s application for Lab services for 2009 stating that ANR, LaRosa Lab will not be able to provide Services this year for a number of reasons.
UOCWC Meeting – This meeting was held on June 30, 2009 at the Fire Station in Brandon. Discussions regarding ranking of strategies in the Otter Creek Basin Plan as well as an update on current status of all other projects/programs.
Next Meeting Date:  Thursday, August 20, 2009 at 9:00 a.m. at the USDA office in Rutland. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:05 a.m. 
Minutes submitted by:

Nanci J. McGuire
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