Rutland Natural Resources Conservation District
Board of Supervisors Meeting

January 14, 2010
Meeting called to order at: 9:15 a.m.

Supervisors Present: Bridget Bowen, Byron Hathaway, Russell Reay and Bob Drachman (via phone)
Also Present: Nanci McGuire and Phyllis Torrey (part)
Minutes of the December Meeting were approved as written.

Financial Report was reviewed, discussed and then approved.
Insurances – A motion was made by Russell and seconded by Byron to have Nanci contact the VT League of Cities & Towns to receive a quote for general liability, directors & officer’s liability, workers compensation and bond insurance. This was then voted on and the motion passed unanimously.
NRCC Update: (Bridget Bowen)

Discussion regarding:

Bridget announced that she is now the Chairperson to NRCC and that she recently attended a combined meeting for NRCC and VACD in Berlin where the possibility of  NRCC being removed from state statute was discussed. Bridget reported that she has also participated in a number of conference calls regarding NRCC restructure plan. 

Another meeting that Bridget attended recently was with NRCC partner organizations (Agency of Ag. ANR, Dec and NRCS) to discuss current and future funding for projects/programs to Districts.  
District Manager Report: (Nanci McGuire)
Discussion regarding:

State Technical Committee Meeting – Next meeting will be on January 15, 2010 from 9:30 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. in Colchester.
Town of Pittsford – Nanci reported that a letter was received by the Town requesting a spokesperson from the District be present at their Town Meeting on March 1, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. at Lothrop School. This is in regards to our request for an appropriation. By consensus it was decided that Nanci should attend this meeting to represent the RNRCD.
Vermont Envirothon - Nanci reported that she recruited Rutland High School (RHS) this year. This is the 1st time that RHS has participated.
Barre Farm Show – January 26 – January 28, 2010. Nanci asked if any supervisors were available to volunteer to staff the booth and those in attendance were not able. Nanci will check with Ted.
Grant Agreement with ANR – Bridget signed this agreement as RNRCD Chairperson to hire a contract to complete a River Corridor Plan on the Neshobe River. 

Letters to Towns for FY 2010 Allocation – Nanci reported that these letters were mailed to all Towns on 12/22/09.

QuickBooks for Farms Training – Nanci reported that this training was held here at the USDA office on January 11, 2010. (12 participants)

Ben & Jerry’s Foundation – Nanci reported that she submitted a request for funding to Ben & Jerry’s Foundation and has received a letter stating that no funding will be awarded as the program which we requested funding for does not fall within the scope of their priorities. This request was for funding to support LID work in the City of Rutland.

ARS Report – Nanci reported that she received this report from Sylvia and that Sylvia has completed 3 AEM phase 1 surveys in our District with a total of 10 in Rutland County, 7 in the PM District.

District Mangers Meeting – Nanci reported that she hosted this meeting at her house on December 17, 2009.

Motion to Appoint Bridget Bowen Supervisor to RNRCD Board – A motion was made by Russell and seconded by Byron to appoint Bridget Supervisor for another 5 year term. This was then voted on and the motion passed unanimously.  
FSA Update: (Phyllis Torrey)
Discussion regarding:

BCAP – 18 facilities have been approved in the State and there is funding through March 31, 2010.
SURE Program – This is a new crop disaster program for crop year 2008 based on revenue value. Sign up started January 4, 2010.
FSA Newsletter – Will be going out on January 21, 2010 so any articles should be submitted to Diane no later than January 19.
Next COC Meeting – January 20, 2010. LAA 1 term was up and Dick Sheldon was reelected. 
Other Business: 
Discussion regarding:

RNRCD Long Range Plan – It was decided that Nanci would investigate details of the past Long Range Planning efforts and get information to Supervisors via e-mail before the next meeting of this Board.
RNRCD Annual Meeting – The date has been set for April 14, 2010 with a request that this be a daytime meeting. Nanci suggested LID as the topic but asked Supervisors to be thinking of topics of interest. This will be discussed at the February meeting of this Board.

Current Use Appraisal Law and Proposals in Legislature – It was decided by consensus that this needs to be discussed at the next meeting of this Board.
Rutland Rail yard Relocation – Byron suggested we invite someone who is knowledgeable on this subject to come to a future meeting of this Board to update us on the plans for this project.
Next Meeting of this Board:  Tuesday, February 9, 2010 at 9:00 a.m. at the USDA Service Center

Meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m.

Minutes submitted by:

Nanci McGuire, District Manger
