Rutland Natural Resources Conservation District
Board of Supervisors Meeting

January 18, 2011
Meeting called to order at: 9:50 a.m.

Supervisors Present: Bridget Bowen, Ted Grembowicz, Bob Drachman, Russell Reay and Byron Hathaway 
Also Present: Nanci McGuire, Jennifer Alexander, Sylvia Harris, Jennifer Varin and Jeanne Skalka (NRCS) 
Minutes of the December Meeting: were approved as written.

Financial Report: was reviewed, discussed and then approved.
District Manager Report: (Nanci McGuire)

Discussion regarding:
Upcoming Meetings/Events:
· What Every Forest Landowner Should Know Workshop – 2/8/2011 at the US Forest Service in Rutland.

· Farm Show January 25 – 27, 2011 – Liz and I will be staffing the booth on 1/25/2011.

· Staying Connected Initiative Meeting – 1/28/2011 in Whitehall, NY from 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m.

· Long Range Planning Meeting – 4/7/2011 from 9:00 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. here.
· RNRCD Annual Meeting – 3/16/2011 at 11:00 a.m. at the Godnick Adult Center at 1 Deer Street in Rutland.

· Showing/Discussion of Bloom the Movie – After viewing this movie it was decided that this is too big a topic for the RNRCD Annual Meeting. It was decided to hold a special evening meeting to discuss issues/concerns. The date and time for this meeting/discussion is Wednesday, February 23, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. at Ted Grembowicz house on Creek Road in Clarendon.

Other:

· District Managers Meeting – Nanci attended this meeting on 1/20/2011 in Randolph.

· Spring 2011 Tree Sale – Nanci reported that she has already received 10 orders.
· Advisory Committee Meeting for Stafford Tech. Center, Forestry Class – Nanci reported that she will be attending this meeting on 2/3/2011. 

· RNRCD FY2010 Annual Report - Has been completed and will be uploaded to the website this week.
· LCBP Education and Outreach Grant for Signs – Nanci reported that she received a letter from the LCBP that the District was awarded $4,840.00 for Rain Garden and Watershed signs.
· Southern VT Nutrient Management Program Meeting– Nanci reported that she attended this meeting on 1/4/2011 in White River to discuss the future of the SVNMP. 

· Portable Skidder Bridge Partnership Meeting – Nanci reported that she attended this meeting here on the 1/11/2011.

· Name Tags – It was decided by consensus to order name tags through Maple Landmark Inc. for the Board and for Nanci.

·  2011 VACD Annual Meeting in Windham – Jolene requested I ask Supervisors if they would be willing to attend a Friday afternoon and Saturday meeting. After discussion it was decided that the majority of Supervisors would be willing to attend a Friday afternoon and Saturday meeting. Nanci will respond to Jolene’s request via e-mail.

NRCS Update: (Jennifer Varin)

Jennifer introduced Jeanne Skalka to the Board and reported that Jeanne has taken Steve Pytlik’s place.

 Jennifer also updated the Board on programs, NRCS personnel and other personnel. 

NRCC Update:  (Bridget Bowen) 

Bridget reported that the next NRCC meeting will be at the end of this month and that this will be a meeting with partners to discuss needs/issues from Local Work Group Meetings.

ARS Update: (Sylvia Harris)

Sylvia reported that she and Jennifer Alexander will be working together to service farmers in Rutland County which will mean sharing AEM tier 1 and tier 2 surveys to get farm details and wish lists for funding to do projects. Sylvia asked the Board for input on what farms they think might be willing/interested in the survey.

ACAP (Agronomist Position) Update: (Jennifer Alexander)
· Jennifer reported that her new position as Agronomist started on Friday, January 21, 2011 and handed out information and discussed the ACAP position objectives, goals, tasks, expected outcomes, indicator of success, schedule of work, etc.

· Jennifer reported that she did get information out to farmers (with liquid manure) regarding CCPI and the deadline for sign up being 4/29/2011.

· Jennifer reported that there is a Farmer Resource Meeting at the Green Mtn. College on 3/7/2011.

· VT Agronomy Plus Program – 2/7/2011 in Newport and 2/8/2011 in Vergennes. 10:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

Next Meeting of this Board:  Tuesday, February 22, 2011 at 9:30 a.m. at USDA Service Center in Rutland. 
Meeting adjourned at 12:40 p.m.

Minutes submitted by:

Nanci McGuire, District Manger
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