Rutland Natural Resources Conservation District
Board of Supervisors Meeting

January 20, 2009
Meeting called to order at: 1:15 p.m.

Supervisors Present: Bridget Bowen, Ted Grembowicz, Bob Drachman, Byron Hathaway and Russell Reay
Also Present: Bill Forbes, Nanci McGuire and Phyllis Torrey (part)
Minutes of the December Meeting were approved as written.

Financial Report was reviewed, discussed and then approved.
NACD Dues – A motion was made by Russell Reay and seconded by Bob Drachman to pay $125.00 per quarter during this calendar year with the first payment being made the end of January 2009. This was then voted on and the motion carried.
District Manager Report: (Nanci McGuire)
Discussion regarding:

Next NRCC and VACD Meetings – Both meetings will be held on April 9, 2009 in Berlin. 
State Technical Committee Meeting – Next meeting will be on January 22, 2009 from 9:30 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. in Colchester.
Town of Mendon – Nanci reported that a letter was received by the Town requesting a spokesperson from the District be present at their Town Meeting on March 2, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. at the Mendon Mountainview Lodge. This is in regards to our request for an appropriation. Byron said that he would try to make this meeting.
Vermont Envirothon Steering Committee – Nanci reported that she participated in a teleconference on January 9, 2009.

VT State Fair (RAHA Building) – Nanci reported that she wrote a letter to the Rutland County Ag Society Board on December 31, 2008 asking permission to use the RAHA building for this years tree sale and she has not received any response. Byron suggested we use a building at the Rutland Town Recreation Park. 

Barre Farm Show – January 27 – January 29, 2009. Bob Drachman is interested in volunteering at the VACD booth on Wednesday the 28th.

RNRCD Annual Meeting – Friday, February 20, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. at the VFW on Wales Street in Rutland. This year’s topic for discussion is Solar & Wind Energy.

Real Estate Continuing Education Course – Scheduled for Wednesday, March 4, 2009 at the College of St. Joseph in Rutland. Class begins at 8:00 a.m.  Russell volunteered to help Nanci this year.

Upper Otter Creek Phase 2 Meeting – Scheduled for January 26, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. at the Library on Main Street in Wallingford.

Possible Upcoming Workshops/Trainings – Arc Mapping for Consulting Foresters, and Introduction to QuickBooks for Farmers. Nanci has been approached by folks who have interest in both of these trainings, so a notice will be sent out and if we can find enough participants than Nanci will organize these trainings for sometime in March. 
Selling Timber From Your Woodlands Workshop Series – Nanci reported that this three week series will be held starting February 5, 2009 at the Hildene in Manchester.  The series is presented by the University of Vermont Extension and the Bennington County Sustainable Forest Consortium. 
NRCC Update: (Bob Drachman and Bridget Bowen)
Discussion regarding:

January 9 NRCC Meeting - Bob reported that he attended this meeting and represented the RNRCD Board. It was voted to have 4 meetings a year to correspond with VACD.  Bridget reported that she also attended this meeting and is now on a committee of 5 people who are working on a plan for the future of the NRCC.

NRCS Update: (Bill Forbes)
Bill provided a written report.

Local Work Group - Bill also reported that due to the new Farm Bill, Local Workgroup Membership is now open to any interested parties.

FSA Update: (Phyllis Torrey)
Discussion regarding:

MILC Program – Initial signup deadline is January 21, 2009.

CDP – Deadline for signup is February 27, 2009.

New Forms #902 and #926 – Need to be filled out in order to be eligible for FSA program benefits.
FSA Newsletter – Will be going out in the near future announcing the results of County Committee elections.

Next Meeting of this Board: Tuesday, February 17, 2009 at 1:00 p.m. at the USDA Service Center

Note: Starting at 2:00 p.m. presentations will be made by Sally Eugair with NRCS and Partners regarding Wetland Restoration.
Meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m.

Minutes submitted by:

Nanci McGuire, District Manger
