Rutland Natural Resources Conservation District
Board of Supervisors Meeting

November 9, 2010
Meeting called to order at: 9:15 a.m.

Supervisors Present: Bridget Bowen, Russell Reay and Bob Drachman
Also Present: Nanci McGuire and Liz Brock (part)
Minutes of the October Meeting: were approved as written.

Financial Report: was reviewed, discussed and then approved.
District Manager Report: (Nanci McGuire)

Discussion regarding:
· Future LID Projects in Rutland City – Nanci reported that she will be meeting with the City Engineer, Ed Bove with the Rutland Regional Planning Commission, Ethan Swift and Laura Killian with the UVM Sea Grant Program on the 17th of November to discuss future LID projects in preparation for the VT Watershed Grant due December 3, 2010.

· VT Watershed Grant (Strongs Ave. Corridor) – Nanci reported that she will be stopping in to speak with the folks at the Red Cross building at 117 Strongs Avenue to discuss installing an LID project this coming Spring 2011 on their property. 
· C&C Funding for FY2011 – Nanci reported that she submitted 3 pre-proposals and that she received a letter stating that not 1 of these were selected to receive funding.
· Walmart State Giving Grant – Nanci reported that she submitted this grant in 2009 for funding to do education and implement LID practices in the City of Rutland and just received notification that the RNRCD was not selected to receive funding. 
· LCBP Education & Outreach Proposal – Nanci reported that she submitted a proposal under the Education & Outreach project category to purchase LID (rain gardens and vegetated swales) and watershed identification signs.  
· RNRCD Newsletter – Nanci handed out copies of a DRAFT of this newsletter and asked Supervisors to proof and comment.
· Farm Show – January 26 – 28, 2011. Volunteers are needed to staff the booth.

· Moon Brook Combination Pond Alternatives Analysis – Nanci reported that the City of Rutland has received 5 proposals from Contractors to do this Alternatives Analysis. These proposals have been reviewed by a Committee and will now be brought to the Board of Alderman for a vote. 

· Portable Skidder Bridges Cost Share Program – Nanci reported that she was invited to be part of the review committee for applications that have been received by loggers to build their own skidder bridges. This cost share program is being sponsored by the Northern VT RC&D. 25 applications were reviewed on 11/2/2010 for a total of 21 heavy duty bridges and 17 standard bridges. All but 1 application was approved.
CREP/Conservation Planner: (Liz Brock)

Liz came in and introduced herself to the Board and explained that she is working to promote/implement CREP in Rutland and Bennington Counties.
NRCS Update: (Jennifer Varin)

Jennifer provided a written report regarding NRCS programs, NRCS personnel and other personnel. 

NRCC Update:  (Bridget Bowen) 

Bridget reported that the next NRCC meeting will be in January and that this will be a meeting with partners to discuss needs/issues from Local Work Group Meetings.

VACD Annual Meeting: (Bridget Bowen)
Bridget reported that she, Ted and Nanci attended this meeting on November 4 and 5 and that this was a GREAT meeting. Bridget did say that she wishes that this was better attended by Supervisors.

Jonathan Chamberlin was voted VACD President, Michelle Greene was voted Vice President, Steve Mayhall was voted Treasurer and Larry Kasden was voted Secretary. 

FSA Update: 
A written report was provided by Phyllis regarding:

· Election Ballots have been mailed in LAA's # 2 & #4.  They are due back December 6, or postmarked by that date.

· Christmas Pot Luck lunch will be Thursday, December 9, at 12:00 noon at Rutland USDA Service Center.  
Other Business: (Bob Drachman)
· New England RC&D Conference - Bob reported that he attended this Conference in Amherst MA in October. The central event of the conference was a tour of three farms that have implemented noteworthy energy efficiency improvements & renewable energy projects with assistance from the Massachusetts Farm Energy Program.
Bob was very impressed with the Massachusetts Farm Energy Program and suggested that we invite Jennifer Osgood from Efficiency VT to come to our meeting in December. Bob will contact Jennifer to see if she would be willing to come.

· Local Foods Meeting – Bob reported that he attended this meeting on November 1 at UVM in Burlington.
Next Meeting of this Board:  Thursday, December 16, 2010 at 9:00 a.m. at USDA Service Center in Rutland. Jennifer Osgood from Efficiency VT will be joining us to discuss the work that Efficiency VT does with Farms.
Meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m.

Minutes submitted by:

Nanci McGuire, District Manger
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