Rutland Natural Resources Conservation District
Board of Supervisors Meeting

February 9, 2010
Meeting called to order at: 9:10 a.m.

Supervisors Present: Bridget Bowen, Ted Grembowicz, Byron Hathaway and Russell Reay 
Also Present: Nanci McGuire, George Tucker (part), Jennifer Alexander, Ethan Swift, Sylvia Harris (part) and Phyllis Torrey (part)
Minutes of the January Meeting were approved as written.

Financial Report was reviewed, discussed and then approved.
NRCC Update: (Bridget Bowen)

Discussion regarding:

In an effort to help Allen Matthews better understand more about NRCC Bridget held a meeting with some members of the re-organization task force and Allen on 1/28/2010 regarding roles and responsibilities of NRCC and VACD.  
District Manager Report: (Nanci McGuire)
Discussion regarding:

Town Meetings - Nanci reported that she is planning to attend the Town Meeting in Pittsford on March 1, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. at Lothrop School and Bridget will be attending the Clarendon Town Meeting on March 1, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. at Clarendon Elementary School.
EPA CARE Grant – Nanci reported that she met with Marli, Jurij (UVM Sea Grant Program) and Ethan in Middlebury on 2/2/2010 to discuss plans to submit a proposal for funding to support communities that have broad-based partnerships and have identified priority toxic risks in the community and are prepared to measure results and implement risk reduction activities. After much discussion it was decided that we should write for these funds and work with the South Lake Champlain Group and the City of Rutland. Jurij agreed to draft this. Deadline for submission is 3/15/2010.
Walmart Foundation State Giving Program Grant- Nanci reported that she is working on submitting a proposal for $25,000.00 to work with the City of Rutland and other Towns within the Rutland District to educate residents about Low Impact Development (LID) practices and to encourage residents to implement LID strategies to reduce the volume of stormwater. 
LCBP Habitat Connectivity Grant – Nanci reported that she will be submitting a proposal for these funds to do a project at the Hubbardton Battlefield. Deadline for submitting these proposals is 3/1/2010.

VT Envirothon Steering Committee Meeting – Nanci reported that she participated in a teleconference on 1/29/2010.
SOUL Course – This Course starts on 2/11/2010 and will run every Thursday evening until 4/8/2010 via Interactive Television.
Staying Connected Project – Nanci reported that she visited with Monica Erhart who is working in Rutland County to connect wildlife habitats. Nanci suggested that Monica speak at our Annual Meeting in April. After much discussion it was decided that LID would be the topic this year with only 1 speaker.

Continuing Education Course for Real Estate Folks – This course will be held on 3/10/2010 at the College of St. Joseph in Rutland from 8:00 a.m. until 12:45 p.m. Bridget volunteered to help Nanci the morning of the 10th.

NRCS Update: (George Tucker)

Discussion on: 
George reported that for the 1st round of funding for:
EQIP – 28 applications have been received with approximately 12 for Forestry Caps. 
WHIP – 15 applications have been received. 

This is for Rutland County and the deadline for sign up is 2/23/2010. The deadline for any new applications for the second round of funding for EQIP and WHIP is 2/12/2010.

George reported that there is a big interest in the high tunnels for vegetable growers. 

Basin Planning – (Ethan Swift)
Discussion on:
Otter Creek Basin Plan – Ethan reported that he plans to have this out for public review by the end of February 2010.
ANR Re-organization – Ethan reported that Monitoring, Assessment and Planning are now combined and Neil Kamman is the Director. 
Ethan will now be working 50% as a basin planner and 50% statewide doing monitoring, assessment and planning. Ethan suggested that he, I and Marli meet in the near future to discuss plans for the 2010 Water Quality Monitoring Programs for the Upper Otter Creek and Poultney Mettowee watersheds.
Nutrient Management: (Jennifer Alexander)

Discussion on:
Nitrogen Workshop – Jennifer reported that the SVNMP sponsored this workshop on 2/5/2010 at the Green Mountain College. (25 participants).
Farmer Resource Workshop – Jennifer reported that this workshop will be held on 3/30/2010 at Green Mountain College from 1:00 p.m. till 4:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. till 7:00 p.m.

Northern Annual Grain Growers Meeting – This meeting will be held on 3/9/2010 at the Davis Center at UVM.  See www.uvm.edu/extension/cropsoil for further information. 

Traveling Forage Show – This will be held on 3/24-3/26/2010. Jennifer will get us more information when she receives it.

CRP/CREP- Jennifer reported that she is currently working with Addison and Windham counties on CRP/CREP program looking at target areas for these programs. Jennifer will be working with other areas in Southern VT in the near future.
FSA Update: (Phyllis Torrey)
Discussion regarding:

BCAP – Phyllis reported that as of 2/3/2010 application approval for the BCAP Program has been put on hold. Phyllis encouraged Board Supervisors to review and submit comments on the proposed rule for this program. However FSA is still accepting applications for facilities.
SURE Program – Phyllis reported that FSA is seeing interest in application sign up for 2008. Sign up started January 4, 2010.
FSA Newsletter – Phyllis handed out copies of the February 2010 Newsletter.
Press Release for BCAP Program – Phyllis handed out a copy of a press release titled “BCAP Program to Spur Production of Renewable Energy, Job Creation”.
COC Meeting – At the January 20, 2010 meeting LAA #1 term was up and Dick Sheldon was re-elected. 
Other Business: 
Discussion regarding:
Long Range Planning – After much discussion it was decided that we would hold our meeting with Partners in January or February of 2011. Plans for this will be discussed further at the October 2010 meeting of this Board.

RNRCD Annual Meeting – Bridget, Ted and Russell volunteered to be part of a sub-committee to work with Nanci on planning this meeting. The Annual Meeting will be held on Monday, May 10, 2010 from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. There was discussion regarding the idea of giving an award/recognition for a Farm and for a teacher at this year’s meeting. Nominations were received for the Seward Farm for Conservation Farm and for Michelle Cioffredi from Moosalamoo Center for Conservation Teacher. 
ARS/Basin Planning: (Sylvia Harris)

Discussion on:

Sylvia reviewed with the Board of Supervisors the list of farms that she has visited to complete tier 1 AEM and asked for suggestions of farms who might be interested in having her visit to complete tier 2 AEM. The Board of Supervisors did give suggestions for folks that they thought might be interested. Sylvia’s goal is to complete 6 tier 2 AEM’s in Rutland County.
Next Meeting of this Board:  Tuesday, March 16, 2010 at 9:00 a.m. at the USDA Service Center

Meeting adjourned at 11:45 a.m.

Minutes submitted by:

Nanci McGuire, District Manger
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