Rutland Natural Resources Conservation District
Board of Supervisors Meeting

July 20, 2010
Meeting called to order at: 9:10 a.m.

Supervisors Present: Bridget Bowen, Ted Grembowicz and Bob Drachman
Also Present: Nanci McGuire, Jennifer Alexander and Phyllis Torrey (part) 
Minutes of the June Meeting: were approved as written.

Financial Report: was reviewed, discussed and then approved.
NRCC and VACD Updates:  (Bridget Bowen) 

NRCC – Review and discussion of:

 Task Force Recommendations, Agenda for the 8/11/2010 NRCC Full Board Meeting and 
Proposed budget for FY 2011 – 2014.  By consensus the RNRCD Board agreed to hire a Council Coordinator. 
VACD – Has hired Jill Arace as Executive Director.
District Manager Report: (Nanci McGuire)

Discussion regarding:

Upcoming Meeting/Events: 

7/28/2010 - State Technical Committee 9:30 a.m. in Colchester

8/2/2010 – VT Woodlands Assoc., Use Tax Coalition Executive Committee Meeting at 1:00 p.m. at VAST in Berlin.

8/5/2010 – Crops and Soils Field Day 10:00 a.m. at Borderview farm in Alburgh, VT

8/10/2010 - Portable Skidder Bridge Meeting 10:00 a.m. at USDA Service Ctr. in Berlin

8/11/2010 - NRCC Full Board Meeting 9:30 a.m. at VAST in Berlin

8/19/2010 - VACD Full Board Meeting 10:00 a.m. at VAST in Berlin

Insurances: Nanci reported that she has requested quotes from WH Shaw Insurance Agency and the VT League of Cities and Towns for liability, workers compensation and bond policies.

Walmart State Giving Grant – Nanci reported that she submitted a proposal for these funds on 7/14/2010 for $25,000.00.
VT Act 110 River Corridor & Buffers Bills - Nanci handed out a copy of a document that summarizes these bills.

Digital Data Related to the Forestry UVA Enrolled Parcels in Rutland County – Funding has been received from the VT Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation for this project.

VT Watershed Grant (Strongs Ave. Corridor) – Plans for 2 Rain Gardens, 1 at Howe Center and the other at Majestic Car Rental.  Majestic Car Rental garden will be installed on Thursday, August 12, 2010.  Nanci reported that she hopes to have other projects in this corridor planned/scheduled in the near future.
FSA Update: (Phyllis Torrey)

County Committee Elections – Currently looking for nominations for LAA2 and LAA4. Deadline for nominations is August 2, 2010. This is for a 3 year term.

CRP -  Phyllis reported that Soils Rental Rates will stay at last year’s rate plus 1.1% increase.
County FAC Meeting – 7/22/2010 at 9:30 a.m. here.

Crop and Production Reporting Deadlines for 2009 - were 7/15/2010.
Other Business: 

Floodplain Committee Update – By Consensus of this committee it was decided to ask Vicky Drew to meet to discuss comments on the NRCS WRP Program developed by this committee. Bridget will e-mail Vicky. 
Nutrient Management Update: (Jennifer Alexander) 

Discussion on:

AEP Funding – Jennifer asked the Board for names of farmers that they might know who could use this funding. The funding is to be used as match on water quality projects.
Aerator Research Project: Jennifer handed out a written report regarding purpose, method, cost benefit, analysis and test plots. There will be a workshop in the Fall of 2010 demonstrating the aerator and looking at test plots. Another winter workshop will be held to look at the results.

Farm Agronomic Applications – Winter cover crop deadline is 8/1/2010. Jennifer is encouraging folks to get all other applications in A/S/A/P.

CREP – Jennifer reported that she is spending 3 days a week in Windham County working on CREP.

Next Meeting of this Board:  Monday, August 16, 2010 at 9:30 a.m. at the USDA Service Center in Rutland
Meeting adjourned at 12:35 p.m.

Minutes submitted by:

Nanci McGuire, District Manger
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