Rutland Natural Resources Conservation District
Board of Supervisors Meeting

August 16, 2010
Meeting called to order at: 9:35 a.m.

Supervisors Present: Bridget Bowen, Ted Grembowicz, Byron Hathaway, Russell Reay and Bob Drachman
Also Present: Nanci McGuire, Jennifer Varin, Sylvia Harris, Marli Rupe (part), and Phyllis Torrey (part) 
Minutes of the July Meeting: were approved as written.

Financial Report: was reviewed, discussed and then approved.
FY2011 RNRCD Budget – was reviewed and discussed.  A motion was made by Bob and seconded by Russell to accept/approve the budget as presented. This was then voted on and motion passed.
FY2011 RNRCD Work Plan – was reviewed and discussed.  A motion was made by Ted and seconded by Russell to accept/approve the work plan as presented. This was then voted on and the motion passed.
NRCS Update: (Jennifer Varin)

Jennifer handed out copies of a written report regarding NRCS programs, NRCS personnel and other personnel. 

Jennifer also gave an overview of her history working with Conservation Districts in Arizona and how NRCS and Districts worked closely together to get conservation on the ground. Jennifer hopes that she as NRCS District Conservationist and the RNRCD can/will work closely together to get conservation practices on the ground. Jennifer feels that having a strong working relationship is very important.  
NRCC Update:  (Bridget Bowen) 

Bridget reported on the August 11, 2010 meeting in Berlin where task force recommendations were presented and voted on and an implementation team was formed.
District Manager Report: (Nanci McGuire)

Discussion regarding:

Upcoming Meeting/Events: 

8/26/2010 – Organic Pest ID and Management NOFA Workshop Series at Hurricane Flats Farm.
Insurances: Nanci reported that she requested quotes from WH Shaw Insurance Agency and the VT League of Cities and Towns for liability, workers compensation and bond policies. As of today WH Shaw has provided a quote and the VT League has not.  A motion was made by Bob and seconded by Russell to accept the quote of $874.00 from WH Shaw for Directors & Officers liability from WH Shaw.  This was then voted on and the motion passed.
VT Watershed Grant (Strongs Ave. Corridor) – The Rain Garden at Majestic Car Rental was installed on August 12, 2010 with labor provided by 2 CCV classes (Rivers & Streams and Botany).
Nanci suggested that she and the Board tour all 6 of the gardens that have been installed so far as part of the September or October RNRCD Board Meeting.

New VACD Executive Director – Nanci reported that she and Bridget met here with Jill Arace, VACD Executive Director on August 4.
C&C Funding for FY2011 – Nanci reported that pre-proposals are due October 1, 2010.

Skidder Bridge Partnership Meeting in Berlin – Nanci reported that she and Russell attended this meeting on August 10. Sylvia suggested that mailings/newsletter articles be sent to VT Woodlands Association, all Current Use Landowners and to VT Coverts regarding the rental and free loan programs.

VT/NH Soil & Water Conservation Society – Nanci reported that she sent a request for funding/support to the VT/NH Soil & Water Conservation Society.

What Every Forest Landowner Should Know Workshop – Nanci reported that this workshop was sponsored by the Bennington County Sustainable Forest Consortium and others in July. Shelly Stiles reported that there was great turnout for this workshop. Nanci asked the Board if they would support her coordinating this workshop here in Rutland and by consensus it was decided to move forward with planning this workshop. Russell volunteered to assist Nanci with the planning.
State Technical Committee Meeting – Bridget and Ted attended this meeting on July 28 and represented the RNRCD Board.
ARS/Basin Planner Update : (Sylvia Harris)

Discussion on:

ARS/BP Work Plan for FY2011 - Sylvia handed out copies and reviewed with the Board her work plan for FY2011.

Tier I and Tier II Assessments for FY2011 – Discussion and review of deliverables for Rutland County Tier I and Tier II Assessments. 

FSA Update: (Phyllis Torrey)
Discussion regarding:
Next County Committee Meeting – August 18, 2010.
SURE 2008 Disaster Program – Deadline for sign up is September 30, 2010.

August 2010 FSA Newsletter – Diane is currently putting this together and will be putting an article in regarding general sign up under the CRP Program.

Display at the VT State Fair – Phyllis reported that FSA will have a display at the fair this year.  
Other Business: 

VT Grass Biomass Workshop - Bob D. reported on this workshop that he attended on July 21.

VACD Annual Meeting – Marli reported that she has been approached by NRCS folks asking if PMNRCD might be interested in co-sponsoring the VACD Annual Meeting in cooperation with NRCS as this is NRCS’s 75th Anniversary and PMNRCD are also celebrating their 70th Anniversary. 
Marli reported that she has brought this idea to her Board and that her Board has agreed to co-sponsor the VACD Annual Meeting with NRCS. Marli was interested in seeing if the RNRCD Board is also interested in co-sponsoring this event.  After much discussion it was decided by consensus that the RNRCD are not interested in co-sponsoring this event as it sounds like PMNRCD and NRCS have a good handle on the plans for this event already.

SVNMP – Marli reported that Leahy funding has been approved to hire a full time agronomist for the SVNMP for 3 years. Marli will be meeting with partners on August 20 to figure out logistics.
Next Meeting of this Board:  Tuesday, September 21, 2010 at 9:00 a.m. at the USDA Service Center in Rutland
Meeting adjourned at 12:40 p.m.

Minutes submitted by:

Nanci McGuire, District Manger
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