Rutland Natural Resources Conservation District

Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes
August 20, 2009
Supervisors Present: Ted Grembowicz, Bridget Bowen, Bob Drachman, Byron Hathaway and Russell Reay  

Also Present: Nanci McGuire, Sylvia Harris, Jennifer Alexander, Marli Rupe and Phyllis Torrey 
Meeting called to order at: 9:05 a.m.

Minutes of the July Meeting of this Board: were approved as written.
Financial Report: was reviewed, discussed and then approved as read.
NRCS Update:
Nanci handed out copies of a written report provided by Bill Forbes. 
FSA Update: (Phyllis Torrey)
Discussion on:

· Program Deadlines - Phyllis reported that she and her staff met deadlines for Crop Reporting, DCP Program and ACRE Program.
· MILC – Phyllis reported that 1 farmer reported that he received the lowest payment ever.

· CWT Program – Phyllis reported that 2 producers in Rutland County have sold their herds through this program.

· Change to Farm Storage Facility Loan Program – Loans can now be made on structures for hay, fruits, vegetables, berries and biomass. This is for either new construction or to upgrade an existing structure.
· Biomass Crop Assistance Program – This program is for biomass collection, harvesting, storage and transportation for wood chips. 
· CRP Re-enrollment – Phyllis reported that there are 2 contracts for Rutland County which re-enrolled.
ARS/Basin Planning Update: (Sylvia Harris)

Discussion on:

· Horse Manure Compost Bins Workshop – This workshop was held on Thursday, July 23, 2009 from 5:30 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. at the Pinkowski Farm in Clarendon with 7 participants. 3 bins were sold which leaves us with 4 additional bins to sell and site. It was suggested that we check with Vet offices for names of horse people who might be interested in a bin.

· Changes to the ARS Program -Under direction from the Agency of Agriculture the FAS program will be replaced with the new AEM program. The Agency of Agriculture is asking ARS’s to stop at Farms who are just below the MFO regulations and complete the Tier #1 Assessment. This year (FY 2010) is a pilot year for this program. Sylvia also reported that she is now 40% ARS and 60% Basin Planning. Marli Rupe suggested that Jennifer and Sylvia work together and visit farms. A mailing will go out to all farms that are on the SVNMP mailing list in the near future regarding the AEM Program. Marli also reported that there is funding through a LCBP Pollution Prevention Grant that will pay Jennifer to take soil samples on farms. Sylvia handed out copies of the ARS/Bain Planner FY 2010 Work Plan and asked Supervisors to review and sign on or before the next meeting of this Board.
· AAP Complaints Protocol and the ARS’s – Sylvia reported that under direction from the Agency of Agriculture ARS’s are to report farmers who have “egregious” violations. Bridget agreed that this was her understanding as well after attending the last VACD Meeting. Bridget will make a call to Michelle Gudorf to clarify this. By consensus this Board of Supervisors is against having ARS’s reporting farmers at all as Districts are not regulatory and neither are our employees.

Nutrient Management Update: (Jennifer Alexander)

· Clean & Clear Funding to RNRCD from VACD – Jennifer reported that Art Seward and Ted Grembowicz projects are complete and Matt Harvey’s project is about ½ completed.
· BMP Funding from the Agency of Agriculture – Jennifer reported that 2 farms in the Rutland District are receiving these funds for projects, 1 for silage leachate and roof runoff and the other for animal trail walkway/loafing area.

· CSP Program – Jennifer handed out a fact sheet regarding changes in the CSP Program.

District Manager Report: (Nanci McGuire)

Discussion on:

· Upcoming Meeting/Events – 
8/25/09 - Rain Garden install from 5:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. at 5 Irving Heights in Rutland and site visits to 2 landowners on the Moon Brook who are also interested in Rain Gardens.

8/26/09 – Rain Barrel Making Workshop from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. at the VT State Fair (4-H building). 

9/3/09 - VACD and NRCC Meetings in Berlin.

9/22/09 – Conservation Field Day/Science at the Hatchery from 9:30 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. 

· 2009 EPA 319 Request for Proposals – Nanci reported that the District received notification that no funding will not be awarded to the District to do a Feasibility Analysis on Combination Pond. Outreach to landowners needs to be completed first.
· RNRCD Annual Report for FY 2009 to NRCC – Nanci handed out copies of this report that she has drafted and asked that the Board review and comment. This report is due by September 30, 2009. 
UOCWC Update:  (Nanci McGuire)

Discussion on:

· VT Watershed Grant for Moon Brook – Nanci reported that 1 Rain Barrel Workshop was held on July 14 and another will be held on August 26 at the 4-H Building at the VT State Fair from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. A Rain Garden Workshop was held on July 16 at the Godnick Adult Center in Rutland for Master Gardeners and others. 
· FY 2010 Clean & Clear Funding – Nanci reported that she has drafted 3 proposals. 2 for River Corridor plans and 1 for a phase 2 study. These proposals are due on September 30, 2009.
· UVM Sea Grant and Moon Brook Low Input Grounds Keeping – Nanci reported that she received hours from Jillian Wennberg and that she needs to pay her as agreed for the work that she did on this project as an intern throughout the summer. After much discussion a motion was made by Bridget and seconded by Russell to pay Jillian $1,200.00 for her time. This was then voted on and the motion passed.  Before Jillian left to go back to college she made follow up calls to all landowners who returned lawn care surveys. Nanci has received calls back from folks and has set up appointments to go to their properties to meet with them regarding lawn care practices and LID (Low Impact Development) Strategies.
Next Meeting Date: Tuesday, September 15, 2009 at 9:00 a.m. at the USDA office in Rutland. 
Meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m. 
Note:  Immediately following the meeting Sylvia met with Byron, Ted, Bridget, and Nanci to review list of Farmers to mail letters to regarding the AEM Program.

Minutes submitted by:

Nanci J. McGuire
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