Rutland Natural Resources Conservation District
Board of Supervisors Meeting

September 8, 2011
Meeting called to order at: 9:50 a.m.

Supervisors Present: Bridget Bowen, Ted Grembowicz, Russell Reay, Byron Hathaway and Bob Drachman
Also Present: Nanci McGuire, Phyllis Torrey (part) and Peg Andrews 
Minutes of the July Meeting were approved as written.

Financial Report was reviewed, discussed and then approved.
District Manager Report: (Nanci McGuire)
Discussion regarding:

· Letter from Pete Fay, Essex NRCD Supervisor to VACD regarding dividing District’s into 6 zones. Bridget volunteered to draft a letter from this Board in response to this matter.

· Nanci’s Performance Review – Bridget and Bob set a time to get together to complete this before the next meeting of this Board.

· Meeting with VAAFM, Chuck Ross and Jolinda LaClaire – Bridget and I attended this meeting on 8/17/2011 which was coordinated by VACD Executive Director, Jill Arace in Montpelier to discuss District’s programs and VAAFM  working together to assist landowners. 
· Horse Owners Workshop – Scheduled for Saturday, October 15, 2011 at 9:30 a.m. in Brandon.
· Real Estate Continuing Education Course – Scheduled for Wednesday, November 2, 2011 at the College of St. Joseph.

· SVNMP Teleconference – Nanci reported that she participated in this teleconference on 8/22/2011 with Marli, Abbey, Jolene, Shelly and others regarding the future of the SVNMP.

· Nanci’s Vacation – Nanci reported that she will be on vacation 9/12-9/16/2011 returning on 9/19/2011.

· Neshobe River Corridor Public Meeting - Scheduled for 9/19/2011 at 7:00 p.m. at the Brandon Fire Station (Conference Room).
· Rain Barrel Making Workshop – Scheduled for 9/28/2011 at 6:00 p.m. at Garden Time in Rutland.

· VACD Annual Meeting – Scheduled for 10/18 and 10/19/2011 in Putney. Bridget and Nanci are planning to attend and Nanci will get the agenda to all Supervisors once it is available. Nanci asked Supervisors to PLEASE get items for a gift basket that will be raffled off to raise money for the VT Envirothon.

· NRCS Programs (AMA, EQIP, GRP, WHIP and WRP) Sign Up - Deadline has been extended to 10/1/2011.

NRCS Update:  
Nanci handed out copies of a written report provided by Jennifer Varin.
FSA Update: 
Discussion regarding:
· Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) – Phyllis reported that FSA has received calls from 43 farms in Rutland County and 12 in Bennington County as of today (9/8/2011). Most damage that has been reported is flooded crop land.

· CREP – 2 new sign ups in the Rutland District. 

· NAP – November 20, 2011 is the deadline for sign up for perennial crops.

· SURE – FSA is currently working on 2009.

Peg Andrews, State Representative:
Bridget introduced Peg to the Board and Peg spoke about her interests in Natural Resource Conservation and working with the District.  Peg represents the South East part of the City of Rutland and has GREAT interest in the Moon Brook. Peg spoke about various Bills i.e., the River Corridor and the Buffer Bills.
Other Business: 
Discussion regarding:

· Long Range Planning – Nanci will e-mail the DRAFT of this Plan to all participants and ask for comments, this will then be discussed/approved at the next meeting of this Board.
· Local Work Group Meeting – Nanci handed out a copy of what was drafted and submitted to the NRCS State Office for FY2012 ranking questions.
· RNRCD Annual Meeting – Nanci asked Supervisors to PLEASE think about a format and topic for discussion for this year’s Annual Meeting.

Next Meeting of this Board:  Thursday, October 6, 2011 at 9:30 a.m. at the USDA Service Center, Conference Room in Rutland.
Meeting adjourned at 12:05 p.m.

Minutes submitted by:

Nanci McGuire, District Manger
