Rutland Natural Resources Conservation District

Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes
April 23, 2009
Supervisors Present: Ted Grembowicz, Bridget Bowen, Bob Drachman, Byron Hathaway and Russell Reay  

Also Present: Nanci McGuire, Bill Forbes, Ethan Swift, Sylvia Harris, Jennifer Alexander, Phyllis Torrey (part) and Marli Rupe (part, via phone) 
Meeting called to order at: 1:05 p.m.

Minutes of the March Meeting of this Board: were approved as written.
Financial Report: was reviewed, discussed and then approved as read.
Southern Vermont Nutrient Management Program (SVNMP) Update: (Marli and Jennifer)

Discussion on:

· Aerators

· Cooperative Conservation Program Initiative Grant (CCPI)
· Conservation Innovation Grant (CIG)

· NRCS Implementation Update

Jennifer answered questions regarding the use of an aerator.

Jennifer reported that she is working to coordinate a No-Till workshop at the Hathaway Farm in Rutland Town on the 21st of May. Phyllis reported that FSA has another newsletter going out in the near future and they would be happy to advertise this workshop.
Legislative Update: (Marli)

Marli reported that the budget passed the House and is currently in the Senate.

Ag Resource Specialist Update: (Sylvia Harris)  

Discussion on:
Horse Manure Compost Bin Workshop - Sylvia reviewed the design and materials list for horse manure compost bins with the Board. Russell Reay volunteered to order materials for the demo bin and to assist Sylvia in assembling the bin on site. Nanci will continue to work on a location for this workshop. 
Ag Plastics Recycling Workshop 4/16/09 – Sylvia reported that she attended this workshop sponsored by the Ottauquechee NRCD. There was much discussion regarding what still needs to be done to find a market for these plastics. 

Basin Planning Update: (Ethan Swift)

Discussion on:

Otter Creek Draft Basin Plan – Ethan reported that he has completed a draft of this plan and that identification of existing uses has been a struggle. Ethan has restructured the plan with basic points/issues for each section with appendices.  Ethan handed out a strategies ranking sheet and reported that he will continue to work on the format of this. The plan is to review the draft of the Otter Creek Basin Plan with the UOCWC and others in late May or June. 
NRCS Update: (Bill Forbes)
Discussion on:
Bill handed out and reviewed a written report that he prepared regarding:

· Farm Bill Programs with a Timeline

· Local Work Group

· Confidentiality

· Practices Applied

Bill also handed out information regarding State Technical Committee Standard Operating Procedures and Authorized Disclosures of Information to Partners regarding specific landowners.

District Manager Report: (Nanci McGuire)
Discussion on:

· District Managers Meeting – Nanci reported that she attended this meeting in Berlin on 3/19/09.
· Introduction to QuickBooks for Farms 3/26/09 – This training was conducted by UVM Extension and sponsored by the RNRCD. (15 participants)
· Moon Brook Corridor Low Impact Development Education & Improvement Project Planning Meeting – Nanci reported that she attended this meeting here on 3/27/09.
· Mill River Corridor Plan Public Meeting – Nanci reported that she attended this meeting on 3/31/09 at Shrewsbury Church/meeting house.

· RNRCD Spring 09 Tree Sale – Nanci reported that the pick up is on 5/2/09.
· RNRCD Spring Trout Sale – Nanci reported that the trout sale is Saturday, 5/16/09. 

· Statewide Watershed Group Meeting – Nanci reported that she attended this meeting on 4/8/09 in Shelburne. At least 10 watershed groups were present.

· Kick-off/Public Meeting regarding Moon Brook Education & Outreach – This meeting is scheduled to be held on 5/6/09 at the Rutland High School Lecture Hall at 6:30 p.m.

· EPA 319 Proposal – Nanci reported that she will be meeting here on 4/20/09 to discuss with Ethan and Rutland City Engineers a project on the Moon Brook (Combination Pond) that might fit the requirements of this grant.

· Animal Walkways – Nanci reported that she forwarded information to a landowner in N. Clarendon regarding BMP funding available through the Agency of Agriculture. The landowner did apply for this funding the day that he received the information.
· Letter to Vermont State Fair/Rutland County Agricultural Society – This letter was signed by a number of partners and then mailed to the Rutland County Agricultural Society regarding suggestions for improvements/projects that could be done on the Mussey Brook through the Fairgrounds to improve water quality. Richard Rivers did respond via e-mail to let us know that he received the letter and that he will bring this to the Agricultural Society/Committee Members at their next meeting which has not yet been scheduled.
· NRCS State Technical Committee Meeting 3/25/09 – Bridget and Ted attended this meeting and represented the RNRCD Board.

Other Business: (Bob Drachman)
Discussion on:
Forest Health Workshop – Bob suggested that the RNRCD invite the State Entomologist to come and present at a workshop this summer sponsored by the District regarding Forest Health. By consensus it was decided that the District should work on plans to sponsor this workshop. Bob and Russell volunteered to work on plans and will report back at the next meeting of this Board.  

Next Meeting Date: Tuesday, June 16, 2009 at 3:30 p.m. at the USDA office in Rutland. POTLUCK!!!
Meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m. 
Minutes submitted by:

Nanci J. McGuire
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