Rutland Natural Resources Conservation District

Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes
June 16, 2009
Supervisors Present: Ted Grembowicz, Bridget Bowen, Bob Drachman, Byron Hathaway and Russell Reay  

Also Present: Nanci McGuire, Sylvia Harris, Jennifer Alexander and Phyllis Torrey 
Meeting called to order at: 3:40 p.m.

Minutes of the April Meeting of this Board: were approved as written.
Financial Report: was reviewed, discussed and then approved as read.
RNRCD FY 2010 Budget: was reviewed and discussed and will be approved at the next meeting of this Board.

NRCS Update:
Nanci handed out copies of a written report provided by Bill Forbes. 

ARS/Basin Planning Update: (Sylvia Harris)

Discussion on:

Horse Manure Compost Bins Workshop – This workshop has been re-scheduled for Thursday, July 23, 2009 from 5:30 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. at the Pinkowski Farm in Clarendon.

Basics of Using GPS Workshop – Sylvia suggested that she in cooperation with the District  sponsor/coordinate a workshop for landowners regarding GPS and mapping. After much discussion it was decided that there might be an opportunity for Districts to provide mapping services to landowners in the future.

FSA Update: (Phyllis Torrey)
Discussion on:

Crop Reporting – Currently working on crop reporting. Deadline for reporting is July 15, 2009.

National Civil Rights Review – Currently working on cleaning up records as FSA will be visited sometime mid-July for a complete review of Rutland County Farm Programs.
Renovations on FSA Office Space – Preparation for construction of a new wall has begun. 
District Manager Report: (Nanci McGuire)
Discussion on:
Next VACD Full Board Meeting – July 16, 2009 from 12:00 p.m. until 2:30 p.m. at VAST in Berlin.

Tree Sales 2009 – Profit 

Spring Trout Sales 2009 – Profit

State Technical Committee Meeting – This meeting was held on May 20, 2009 in Colchester.

SARE Grants – Deadline for proposals is July 31, 2009.

Dairy Food Drive – Nanci handed out information regarding this.

USDA Confidentiality Agreements – Bill Forbes handed out copies of this agreement at the April meeting of this Board. This needs to be signed by Supervisors and Staff.
NRCS and District’s Leadership Meeting – Nanci reported that she attended this meeting on May 12, 2009 in Montpelier to discuss how Districts could assist NRCS with Education & Outreach of Farm Bill Programs.

2009 EPA 319 Request for Proposals – Nanci reported that she submitted a proposal to do a Feasibility Analysis on Combination Pond.
VT Envirothon – Nanci reported that she and Bob Drachman attended this year’s event and that Essex High School came in 1st place and Mill River Union High School came in second.

CREP Meeting in Montpelier on May 21, 2009 – Sylvia reported that she attended this meeting and found it very informative. 

Ag Stimulus Financing – VT Economic Development Authority has $6 million available at 2% interest available for farmers.

UOCWC Update:  (Nanci McGuire)

Discussion on:

Next UOCWC Meeting – Tuesday, June 30, 2009 from 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. at the Brandon Fire House. This is a potluck so PLEASE bring a dish to share.
LaRosa Lab and UOCWC – Nanci reported that the LaRosa Lab is in the states budget for FY2010 but that a decision has been made to skip the WQ Monitoring in the upper otter creek this year due to no funding.
VT Watershed Grant for Moon Brook – Nanci reported that part of the funding for this project has been received and a Rain Barrel Workshop is scheduled for Tuesday, July 14 at the 4-H Building at the VT State Fair from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. A Rain Garden Workshop is scheduled for Thursday, July 16 for Master Gardeners. Time and location are to be determined. Nanci handed out copies of a fact sheet that she created regarding Stormwater which will be sent out in Rutland City tax bills on July 1.
Letter from the VT State Fair/Rutland County Ag Society Board – Nanci reported that she received a copy of a letter from the Rutland County Ag Society Board saying that they appreciate our offers of support but that they are not looking for anything to be done in this area.
SEP (Supplemental Environmental Project) Funds – Nanci reported that the Town of Proctor contacted her regarding the UOCWC submitting a proposal to the Town for project(s) that could be done using these funds. After much discussion it was decided to look at recommendations in the Phase 2 reports, the buffer assessment and Water Quality Monitoring data from past years to identify projects.

Stream Geomorphic Studies and FY 2010 Clean & Clear Funding – Nanci reported that she has spoken with Shannon Pytlik and Steve Schild regarding future plans for Geomorphic studies and the plan is to have a meeting sometime late summer to discuss this as a group.

UVM Sea Grant and Moon Brook Low Input Grounds Keeping – Nanci reported that a new intern has been hired (Jillian Wennberg) and that she and Ethan will be working with Jillian to complete this project.

Science at the Hatchery and Conservation Field Days – Nanci reported that she attended a planning meeting for Science at the Hatchery/Conservation Field Days which will be combined this year. The event will be held on Tuesday, September 22, 2009 at the Fish Hatchery in Pittsford.

Nutrient Management Update: (Jennifer Alexander)

No-Till Workshop – Jennifer reported that this workshop was held on May 21, 2009 at the Hathaway Farm in Rutland Town and that it was well attended. Jennifer reported that she is looking forward to coordinating more of these workshops.

Clean &Clear 50K Funding to RNRCD from VACD – Jennifer reported that Art Seward and Ted Grembowicz projects are complete and Matt Harvey’s is not complete.
Aerator – Jennifer reported that this equipment has been promised but no contract has been signed.
CIG Funding – Award notifications will be out in August.

Other Business:
Discussion on:
Performance Reviews for Cindy Watrous and Sylvia Harris – Nanci and Bridget will get together on June 22 to discuss these reviews and get the information to Jeff Farber as requested.
Next Meeting Date: Tuesday, July 21, 2009 at 9:00 a.m. at the USDA office in Rutland. 
Meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m. 
Minutes submitted by:

Nanci J. McGuire
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