Rutland Natural Resources Conservation District

Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes
October 19, 2009
Supervisors Present: Bridget Bowen, Bob Drachman and Russell Reay   

Also Present: Nanci McGuire, Bill Forbes and Phyllis Torrey 
Meeting called to order at: 1:30 p.m.

Minutes of the September Meeting of this Board: were approved as written.
Financial Report: was reviewed, discussed and then approved as read.
NRCS Update: (Bill Forbes)
Discussion on: (See attached)
Bill handed out copies of a written report regarding:
· Programs update

· Workload

· Local Working Group Meeting

· NRCS Personnel

· Local Recognition

· Protection of Private Information – Bridget signed as Co-Chair of the RNRCD this form for section 1619 of the 2008 Farm Bill.

FSA Update: (Phyllis)

Discussion on:
· New BCAP (Biomass Crop Assistance Program) – For wood biomass, designed to convert raw material to energy.

· New SURE (Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program) – Permanent crop disaster program from the 2008 Farm Bill. 
· Next FSA County Committee Meeting – October 21, 2009.

· USDA Holiday Pot Luck Luncheon – Thursday, December 10, 2009 at 12:00 p.m. all are invited to attend.

· 290 Million Dollars Direct Monetary Payments to Dairy Farmers – Phyllis handed out a copy of this announcement to the Board.
District Manager Report: (Nanci McGuire)

Discussion on:
· Fall Fingerling Sale – Nanci reported that this sale will be on Saturday, October 24, 2009 at 12:00 p.m.
· VACD Annual Meeting in Bolton – Nanci reported that she and Bridget plan to attend this meeting on October 28, 2009.
· Meeting With Farmer in Danby Regarding Fencing – Nanci reported that she and Sylvia met with Doug White on September 30, 2009.
· VACD 50 K Clean & Clear Funding – Nanci reported that there are 3 additional bins that need to be sold/placed in order to meet the grant requirements.
· NRCS Funding for Alternative Manure Management Projects – Nanci reported that she received information on this program from Lucinda Newman, Coordinator working for NRCS.
UOCWC Update:  (Nanci McGuire)

Discussion on:

· VT Watershed Grant for Moon Brook – The rain garden install at 45 Park Street is planned for 10/26/09 and the install at 8 Moon Brook Drive is scheduled for 10/29/09.  Nanci announced that volunteers are needed for the install on the 29th at Moon Brook Drive. Russell and Bob D. volunteered to assist.
· FY 2010 Clean & Clear Funding – Nanci reported that she submitted 5 pre-proposals. 
2 for River Corridor plans, 1 for a phase 2 study, 1 for a low impact development project in the City and 1 for a stream crossing analysis for flood and fish passage on the Moon Brook.
· Combination Pond on Moon Brook – Nanci reported that she attended a steering committee meeting here on October 8 with Ethan Swift, Shannon Pytlik and Jim Pease to discuss future plans for restoration of Combination Pond.  The City of Rutland does have SIWRF (Stormwater Impaired Waters Restoration Fund) funds of $130,000.00 that can be used for this restoration project. 
· Skidder Bridges – Nanci reported that Gary Sabourin, Watershed Forester with VT Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation informed her that the RNRCD will be receiving a heavy duty portable skidder bridge for loggers with mechanized operations. This was made possible through funding received by Clean & Clear.
Next Meeting Date: Friday, November 20, 2009 at 9:30 a.m. at the USDA office in Rutland. 
Meeting adjourned at 3:20 p.m. 
Minutes submitted by:

Nanci J. McGuire
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