Rutland Natural Resources Conservation District

Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes
March 16, 2009
Supervisors Present: Ted Grembowicz, Bridget Bowen, Bob Drachman and Russell Reay  

Also Present: Nanci McGuire and Bill Forbes (part)
Meeting called to order at: 1:15 p.m.

Minutes of the February Meeting of this Board: were approved as written.
Financial Report:  was reviewed, discussed and then approved as read.
The Board advised Nanci to contact all tree nurseries and ask if they would extend the deadline for adjusting tree orders until April 10. 
District Manager Report: (Nanci McGuire)
Discussion on:

* Upcoming meetings/events:
· District Managers Meeting – March 19, 2009 in Berlin

· Introduction to QuickBooks for Farms – March 26, 2009 from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. here

· Moon Brook Corridor Low Impact Development Education & Improvement Project Planning Meeting – March 27, 2009 at 1:00 p.m. here.

· Mill River Corridor Plan Public Meeting – March 31, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. at Shrewsbury Church/meeting house.

· NRCC/VACD Meetings – April 9, 2009 in Berlin.

· RNRCD Spring 09 Tree Sale – May 2, 2009 pick up.  Need Supervisors to help divide orders the week of April 27 – May 1, 2009.

· RNRCD Spring Trout Sale – Saturday, May 16, 2009. 

* FEH Training with Agency of Natural Resources - Nanci reported that she attended this training on March 12, 2009 at the Asa Bloomer Building. 

* Letter from ANR/DEC regarding Moon Brook Corridor Low Impact Development 
Education & Improvement Project – Was selected to receive VT Watershed Grant funding.

* E-mail from Marli Rupe – Regarding Senate Ag Committee discussions.

* Legislative Report – February 15, 2009 submitted by Marli.

* Seminar for Farmers on “How To Promote Your Business” – February 18, 2009 in Lamoille County by the Agency of Agriculture.

* Growing Grains in the North East Workshop – March 19, 2009 at the VT Technical College.

* Technical Staff Monthly Reports – Submitted by Sylvia, Cindy and Jennifer.

* Letter to the VT State Fair/Rutland County Ag. Society – Nanci reported that she signed this letter (with approval from the RNRCD Board) on March 13 as Representative to the Rutland natural Resources Conservation District. 

This letter was addressed to the VT State Fair/Rutland County Ag. Society Committee Members requesting a meeting with Committee Members to discuss projects that could be implemented on the Mussey Brook through the Fairgrounds that would benefit both the Fair Association and the Brook.

* Heating the North East with Renewable Biomass Seminar – April 29 – April 30, 2009 in Nashua NH.

* State Technical Committee Meeting – March 25, 2009, 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. in Colchester.

Bridget and Ted reported that they will be attending this meeting.

* Legislative Breakfast – Nanci reported that she spoke with Marli about doing this in cooperation with the PMNRCD and Marli suggested that we either wait until later in the year or we plan tours and invite the Legislators to attend.

UOCWC Update: 
Discussion on:

* Larosa Lab Services Proposal  – Nanci reported that this proposal has been submitted to ANR/DEC for the Spring 2009 Water Quality Monitoring Program (24 sites).

* ANR/DEC Budget Cuts - Nanci reported that Ethan visited with her after the FEH Training regarding cuts within ANR/DEC that will affect Basin Planning efforts in the State.

NRCS Update: (Bill Forbes)
Discussion on:
* NRCS Programs and Implementation - Bill handed out a copy of this.  (See attached)
* CCPI (Cooperative Partnership Initiative Program) Funding - Bill handed out information regarding this.

* Section #1619 of the 2008 Farm Bill - Bill handed out information on this and reported that Judy Doerner is working on defining this.  Bill also reported that due to this revision in the Farm Bill there will be no Local Work Group points in the EQIP ranking for this year.
* Emergency Watershed Protection Program (EWPP) – Bill reported that there is a Floodplain Easement Program through EWPP this year.  NRCS is looking at a few sites and deadline to apply for this is 3/27/09.
FSA Update: (Nanci gave this report for Phyllis) 
Discussion on:

* Crop Disaster - Staff is currently working on this program.  Payments are being suspended with no further information on when the suspension will be lifted.

* MILC Payments – Phyllis reported that FSA is hoping to make payments for February MILC by mid-April.
Other Business:
Discussion on:
* CIG Funding Proposal - Was reviewed and discussed.

* Real Estate Course – Nanci reported that this course was well attended (21 participants) and evaluations received by participants are excellent.

Next Meeting Date: Thursday, April 23, 2009 at 1:00 p.m. at the USDA office in Rutland
A motion was made by Ted and seconded by Bob D. to enter into executive session to discuss the meeting here on 3-4-09; the motion was voted on and passed unanimously.
Meeting adjourned at 3:15 p.m. 
Minutes submitted by:

Nanci J. McGuire
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