Upper Otter Creek Watershed Council 
To Bring Together Citizens and Organizations That Are Committed To Improve Water Quality of the Otter Creek Watershed.

Meeting Notes

September 27, 2007, from 4:00 to 6:00 PM

Asa Bloomer State Office Building

4th Floor Conference Room

Rutland

Present: Alan Shelvey (Engineer, City of Rutland), Brad Searcy (OMYA),  Sylvia Harris (RNRCD – AG Resource Specialist), Ethan Swift (VT DEC Watershed Planner), Nanci McGuire (RNRCD District Manager), Shannon Pytlik (ANR,DEC), Byron Hathaway (Town of Rutland), Hollis Squire (Town of Tinmouth), Dick Horner (Town of Killington), Frederick Chadwick (Town of Sudbury), Bill Ellis (Town of Mendon), Susan Schreibman (RRPC), Jeff Scott (Smokey House), Pamela Johnston (Smokey House), Jillian Keating (Smokey House), Joe Przypek (Smokey House), Mic Metz (ANR,DEC), Hull Maynard (VT Senate), and Adrienne Raymond (Shrewsbury Zoning).   
This meeting was combined with the Rutland Region Zoning Administrators’ Roundtable. 

The meeting began with a presentation by Millie Archer, Water Quality Coordinator with the VT League of Cities and Towns regarding: Where do state regulations begin and end with regard to wetlands protection, stormwater management, floodplain management and riparian buffers? Where are the gaps? How can we fill the gaps? 

Stormwater  –  State regulations begin with Construction and Operational Permits.

The gap is that there are no local regulations requiring erosion prevention and sediment control practices. 

The way we can fill the gap is by incorporating by reference the standards outlined in the VT DEC 2006 Low Risk Handbook for Erosion Prevention and Sediment Control (“The Golden Rules”).

Riparian Buffers – There are no state requirements.

The way we can fill the gap is to adopt a riparian buffer ordinance.

NFIP Flood Hazard Regulations – State regulations begin with NFIP Flood Hazard Regulations.

The gaps are: 

· Limitations of FIRM maps

· Minimum FEMA Standards

· Effects of Floodplain Encroachment 

· Minimum NFIP Standards

·  Fluvial Erosion

The ways we can fill the gaps are:

· Adopt regulations that exceed the minimum NFIP requirements.

· Prohibit or restrict development within floodplains by developing permitted, conditional use and prohibiting use standards that are more restrictive than NFIP.

· Assist in development and implementation of river corridor plan.

· Adopt Fluvial Erosion Hazard overlay districts that prevent development in hazardous areas.

Wetlands – State regulations begin with:

· Class 1 Wetlands

· Class II Wetlands

· Class III Wetlands

· Conditional Use Determination

The gaps are: 

· The VT Significant Wetland Inventory (VSWI) maps are “jurisdictional” so if a wetland is not on a map, or contiguous to a mapped wetland, it is not regulated under VT Wetland Rules.

· The VSWI maps are outdated and do not show precise wetland boundaries.

· There are numerous significant wetlands that are not being protected by the State.

The way we can fill the gaps are:

· Towns can develop a more accurate map of the significant wetlands.

· Towns can create and incorporate their own wetland protection programs into their zoning regulations.

· Towns can require applicants that may have wetlands to contact ANR wetland office to determine whether project is on land contiguous to a mapped wetland.

For additional information on these topics, visit the VLCT Water Quality Planning page at http://www.vlct.org/municipalassistancecenter/waterqualityplanning/
or contact Milly Archer at 802-229-9111 or marcher@vlct.org
Other: Ethan Swift reported that the Summer 2007 Volunteer Water Quality Monitoring Program ended on August 29 and that the next meeting of the UOCWC will be in January 2008 to review and discuss the results of the data for all sites that were monitored.  
A special thank you to all of our volunteers! We could not do this program without you!!!
Meeting was adjourned at 6:00 PM

Meeting minutes respectfully submitted by Nanci McGuire
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