
Comments or Observations 

Mortality Composting Site
 Monitoring Workbook  

Farm:       

Date of Death:      
 
Number of animals:     
 
Type of Animal:      
 
Date of Burial in Pile:      
 
Pile ID/Location:      
 
Material: 
Base Layer:      
  
Absorbant Layer      
 
Cover Layer      

Provided by:  
 Natural Resource Conservation Districts 
c/o NRCC, 116 State Street, Drawer 20  

      Montpelier, VT  05620  
802-828-3529 



Mortality Composting Requirements: 
 
• Base of pile MUST be 2 feet thick. 
 
• Absorbent layer should be at least 6 

inches thick. 
 
• Cover layer MUST be 2 feet thick to deter 

scavengers and flies. 
 
• Temperature MUST reach 131*F for at 

least 3 consecutive days to kill pathogens 
 
• Moisture should be 50-60%, like a damp 

sponge. 
 
 
 
Materials for base and cover layer: 
 
Best Choice:  Dry wood shavings 
  Chopped straw 
  Bedded manure 
  Compost 
  Old silage or haylage 
 
Materials for absorbent layer: 
  Bedded manure 
  Finished compost 
  Sawdust 
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