Rutland Natural Resources Conservation District
Board of Supervisors Meeting
Friday, April 18, 2025 09:30
USDA Service Center (Conference Room)


RNRCD Google Meet Link: https://meet.google.com/pzr-jbpg-asf?hs=224 

AGENDA


Call to Order and Review of Agenda 
In attendance: Sean Barrows, Alan Shelvy, Lee Turner, Whitney Burghess, Katie Stiles, Olivia Butterman, Olivia Carlson

Financial Report for February

Individual Reports

Olivia Carlson (NRCS): Requesting additional funding within EQIP (6 more applications approved in specifically ACT NOW, Livestock Partnerships). LFP 2025 funding may have funding remaining, so there may be additional preapprovals. LFP applications submitted, due by May. Districts can present their proposals to State Technical Committee. Mentions it might be helpful to do more than surveys to get feedback from community, which NRCS guidance. Has been busy reviewing proposals and getting contracts signed.

Phylicxia Moore (NRCS):

Olivia Butterman (FSA): Since March, Dairy margin program has closed (15 diaries signed up). ARC PLC had more sign-ups than expected, about the same number as last year. Emergency commodity programs accepting applications through August 13th. Ice storm from end of March led to maple producers calling to report damages - Emergency Conservation Program has been requested to be opened at federal level. $100k requested per county, but currently we are unsure of timeline of availability. Sean raised questions regarding aftermath of historic ice storm.

Whitney (Ag. Outreach Specialist): Has been kicking of field season getting soil samples. About 200 acres done in the last 2 weeks. Go Crop’s reporting feature has been released, so has been working on reviewing and getting sign-offs from Heather Darby with UVM. Whitney attended an agronomic training last week and a hayland workshop this week. FAP is a state program used by some producers for manure injections, which has just closed.

Katie (DM): LFP application. Working on developing a CAP if funding is available.  NRCC Design and Implementation grant application for Shrewsbury Dam removal. TBP Workplan drafted. Chipman Lake may be a potential area for intervention; will discuss with Angie Allen. 

Upcoming: Rutland Fairgrounds site visit with DEC 4/25. Hilary may join. NRCC Project Development Grant RFP due in May. CWSP Verification training, LakeWise Assessment training, DEC River and Roads training will likely wait until October (May is very busy).

Old Business

Sargent River/Cold Brook Floodplain Restoration Project:  Meeting with permittors, FEA, landowners on 4/22 at 8:30am. Trying to contact downstream neighbors.

West Rutland SWMP:  FEA to design top three projects to 30%. FEA visiting sites for more data collection 4/22.

Review of current grants and upcoming grant opportunities: NRCC Project Development Grant

Tree Sale:  May 10th! We will have a “Ask a Master Gardener” table set up. Sean idea: Master Gardener course the week or 2 before and possibly afterwards. Share info with plant mailing list.

Review of current grants and upcoming grant opportunities: NRCC Project Development Grant

Review LFP Application: Reviewed chosen practices and supporting practices. We received feedback to add supporting practice “Heavy Use Area” to primary practice “Watering Facility.” NEPA considerations needed to be included considering: rare and endangered species, wetlands, cultural resources. Planning staff will include NEPA considerations when projects are reviewed and evaluated for during site visits. Add SMART goals such as Pawlet, Benson, local large producers. Whitney will include census data info and number. Whitney to identify acreage and landowner numbers to add to Appendix B Goals and Objective section.

Alan mentioned the issue of keeping cows out of waterways and opportunities for education regarding solar powered pumping. This type of equipment is covered by “Watering Facility.” 

Leon motioned to approve PMNRCD/RNRCD  LFP Application. Sean seconded. LFP Application approved by RNRCD Board.

New Business

Youngs Brook Dam Removal: Reached out to West Rutland.

Mountain School Road Dam Removal: NRCC Development and Implementation Block Grant application submitted. Visiting site 4/22.

West Seminary St Park Stormwater Design Project: Followed up with town manager. Will meet with town manager and talk with engineer to determine next steps.

Something for Nanci’s retirement: Review plaque options. Ask Initial Ideas if they have any stock images that could be included on plaque. Text to say “Presented to N MG” District Manager or RNRCD “In grateful appreciation of many? 28? Years of dedicated service and devotion to our natural resources.” 1996-2024? We will choose size based on how well text fits.

Leon motioned to approve RNRCD Meeting Minutes. Sean seconded. RNRCD Meeting Minutes approved by RNRCD Board.

Date of Next Meeting and Adjourn
Thursday May 22, 9:30am
Thursday June 12, 9:30am
Thursday July 17, 9:30am




