Rutland Natural Resources Conservation District
Board of Supervisors Meeting
Thursday May 22, 2025 09:30
USDA Service Center (Conference Room)


RNRCD Google Meet Link: https://meet.google.com/pzr-jbpg-asf?hs=224 

AGENDA


Call to Order and Review of Agenda 
In attendance: Alan Shelvey, Michael Pedrone, Leon Turner, Olivia Carlson, Olivia Butterman, Katie Stiles, Sean Barrows (online)

Financial Report for April
Request for detailed Plant Sale P&L going forward. Detail for grants in P&L. 

Individual Reports

Olivia Carlson (NRCS): Not many updates on EQIP or CSP, no additional money. May get some more funding at some point, but nothing definite. Updates: state archeologist is doing a cultural resource training, which is needed to become a certified conservation planner. LFP submissions sent in; decisions for funding will be made on May 30th. Introduced Soil Screening Procedure using pXRF. UVM is doing on farm workshops for fruit and berry growers (attended Wildwood Blueberry Farm). A Rutland berry farmer is interested in other equipment for berry farmers (ie. automatic berry picker, mulch spreader, berry sorter, spraying equipment, lasers for birds/pest management). Olivia will put him in contact with me.

Phylicxia Moore (NRCS):

Olivia Butterman (FSA): ECP for sugarbush- March ice storm. COC (FSA board) elections coming up, looking for 2 new board members. Crop reporting day at Whitman’s Feed Store. Producers looking for prevented planting help. If they have insurance or a program is in place, then they can be covered for any seed/produce loss. Additionally, if needing to supplement feed for some livestock due to moisture in pasture, there may be reimbursement available for those additional costs.

Whitney (Ag. Outreach Specialist): Helped out with a lot of plant sales and no-till drill use. Some farm visits with Katie along. New GoCrop is out with a revised version. Workshop planning for later this summer through next summer. 

Katie (DM): Now full time! Finished Masters degree. Have been joining Whitney and Jennifer (from PMNRCD) on farm visits. Have been involved in Mt Holly Conservation Commission (Star Lake and possible wetland restoration, met to discuss NRCD). Star Lake: Lake Wise efforts and working to build support to hold DEC Lake Wise Wastewater Workshop. Tenney Brook collaboration with DU and FW; site visits in June. Data management, time reporting, meeting with partners to review funding sources. Next up: Review AgCWIP agreement and workplan with Hilary and Whitney. Planting on property with Sadie next week.

Old Business

Sargent River/Cold Brook Floodplain Restoration Project: Sent a letter, waiting for reply from neighbors. Met with VRC representative to discuss easement process. Hope to apply for additional funding to widen scope of project in next round of CWSP funding.

West Rutland SWMP: in progress. Continued meetings with stakeholders as needed. Waiting on 30% design.

Review of current grants and upcoming grant opportunities: 
· WUV Organizational Capacity Development in the fall- up to $30k. Would be great to put towards hiring an employee in winter. Hire to: administrative assistance (basic accounting and Standard Operating Procedure development), program development (grant application writing, grant management, new project development), plant sale and planting technical assistance (plant sale catalog development assistance, order tracking, sale prep)
· Waiting to hear on LCBP Org Support grant
· Larger TBP agreement - more outreach

Tree Sale: Success! Felt very well organized. Some fruit trees to be paid for at end of growing season. Some fruit trees and rhubarb potted for sale next year. Financial review and feedback.

New Business

Mountain School Road Dam Removal: NRCC Block Grant application for $550k approved! Remainder of funding: $85k from VNRC, $50k likely from VNRC or TU.


Date of Next Meeting and Adjourn
Thursday June 12, 9:30am
Thursday July 17, 9:30am

Meeting minutes approved June 12, 2025

