
Essex County Natural Resources Conservation District Board Meeting
April 15th, 2026
Meeting was called to order at 12:30 PM
Board attendance: Chris von Alt, Ursula Johnson, Tim White, Terry Williams
District staff: Sam Mayne, Sean Willison, Clara Fernandez Odell
Public: 
Opening remarks
Chris asked Sam to run the meeting since he was joining remotely.
Approval of meeting minutes:

Tim moved to approve the February meeting minutes, Terry seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.

Financials  
· There were no comments on the financial reports.

Accomplishments/Updates:
· Grant Updates
· All EDIBG grant applications were approved
· The 2-year Agricultural Clean Water application was approved with a 10% reduction in funding. This grant is primarily for technical assistance to farmers.  This represents approximately level funding from the current 4-year agreement which ends June 30th.  A reduction was not surprising given that the statewide application through VACD was well over the maximum allowable funding request.
· NACD TA FY27 is still pending, with no known timeline.
· Conte Roads grant is continuing to progress through the approval process, with no known timeline.

Meeting Topic(s)
· Clara provided an update on agriculture programs
· Sean & Clara both just finished getting all the required data for ranking EQIP projects through NRCS.
· There has not been any news on ECNRCD’s Local Fund Pool application, though all feedback so far from NRCS has been positive.
· The NEK Farm Resilience Cohorts are continuing to do whole-farm planning for climate resilience and business success with support from NOFA. District staff are shadowing the process to use it in the future.
· Clara has wrapped up NMP support for the 3 Certified Small Farms we work with in the county and is continuing to help with FAP applications and other usual support.
· Clara provided an update on nursery programs
· Clara is helping with an afterschool program in Canaan in April, working with students on tree identification, seed collection, and seed starting.
· Seed & cutting starting is well under way, including in the Conte basement, a rental greenhouse space.
· Plant sale is May 2, and Clara will be helping with a willow staking workshop.
· There will be opportunities for helping at the nursery–Clara will send them out to the board.
· USFWS MOU update
· ECNRCD is due to renew our MOU agreement with USFWS for use of the office and other facilities.
· There were no objections to the MOU as revised by Steve Agius, the refuge manager, to reflect current needs.
· Canaan streambank erosion
· Ursula has been approached by landowners about streambank erosion they are experiencing in Canaan, on Leach Stream and the Connecticut River.
· One is a landowner Clara and Sam have worked with and is enrolled in the NRCS CREP program.  Supplemental planting to ensure stability is likely possible as a part of an upcoming reenrollment in CREP.
· Another is a small residential property.  Sam had discussed the property with Ben Copans, DEC Watershed Planner, and was aware of the issue.  At present, it doesn’t appear likely DEC would support a stabilization project as a Clean Water project.
· ECNRCD Money Market account
· Sam presented the idea to open a Money Market account for the District to earn interest on our savings.
· All were supportive of the concept, and Ursula and Chris agreed to do some research into the available options.
· Tim voiced a desire to support a local bank if possible.
· Bioremediation project additional grant fiscal sponsorship
· Sam introduced the proposed additional grant application to support the fungal bioremediation work Bill Manning is working on.  The grant would support having artists involved in the final community event to present the results of the project.
· Chris moved to approve ECNRCD being the fiscal sponsor on the grant, Ursula seconded and the motion passed unanimously.
Other Business
· None

Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held at 12:30 PM May 20th in the conference room at the US Fish & Wildlife Service Silvio O. Conte Refuge Nulhegan Basin Welcome Center in Brunswick, VT.

Chris made the motion to adjourn at 1:32 PM. Terry seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

